PRAY TO THE LORD

Mass Intentions
The Week of 9/9 - 9/17

Prayer for the sick in our parish and in our families is so
important. Please leave this list of the sick near the place
where you pray each day to remember them throughout the week.

Saturday, September 9
9:00am Mass
Malachy Donoghue
req. by Ann Marie Donegan & Claire Cashman

Mary Horan, Tia Montemurro, Tommy Valentines, Jessica Gildeu,
Bridie Bannon, Kyle Petrocelli, Kelly Petrocelli, Jack Ryan, Jeanine Bergin,
Stephanie DeMarco, Mario DeMarco, Patty Monti, Kathleen O’Connell,
Colleen Friendlich, Arlene Ferraro, Nancy Vertucci, Jennifer Johnson,
Stephanie Scalisi, Sebastian DeLuca, Stella Pelisson, Vincent DeStaso,
Arthur Donohue, Chris Devine, TJ Hogan, Ivan Lozic, Kathleen Scanlon,
Geralynn Lynn, Noah Diaz, Marie Colucci, Carol Neil, Tom Foerster,
Margaret Weber, Frank Horan, Baby Lucas, Fred Palombella, Billy Martucci,
Fred Ratto, Ellen Bloom, Ciaran Green, Ruth Walker, Tommy McGuire,
Evelyn Mack, Arthur Ferraro, Geraldine LoCascio, Annette Kilgannon,
Florence Navarro, Cetrea Rosen, Daniel Ciarcia, Ann Faicco, Steven Lynn,
Ian MacFarlane, Christopher Mastropolo, Vincent Messina, John Hanley,
Thomas O’Connor Sr, Shirley Varon, Rhonda O’Brien, Craig Wechman,
Baby Luke DeDomenico (Knips), Michael Martin, Janet Martin,
Robert Ronan, John Cahill, Charles Kelly, Edwin J. Boyle, Celestino Guliman,
Chris Ravanello, Fiona McCarthy, Jean Marie Lester, Dorothy Kelly,
Maryann Breest, Pierce McManus, Bridget Kunz, George Wolf, John Casale,
Barbara Ferraro, James Hanley, Dominique Smallings, Ann Saladino,
Lizy Mathews, Patricia Iannucelli, Robert Treacy, Baby Sofia Grace Velluci,
Sr. Joan Pricoli, Jackie Boylan, Dorothy Andrade, KathleenO’Connor,
Mary Valastro, Jimmy Dempsey, Susan Tynatishon, Denice Smith,
Jared Cummings, Kiley Fantino-Brunson, Isabella Barone, Margaret Cassidy,
Gabrielle DiCarlo, Marie Valentine, Edward Boyanoski, Stephen Bailey,
Elyne Kilkenny, Darrin Wiekamp, Lucy Navarro, Gerard Navarro,
Nella Ferlich, Madison Martignetti, Barbara McEntee, Elizabeth Colucci,
Sr. MaryAnn Morrelli and Daniel Hogan Cheatham. If you have returned
to good health, please call the Rectory Office, ask that your name be
removed from Prayer List. No need to call if you wish to remain on the list.
You will remain in our prayers.

5:30pm Mass

Marguerite & Anthony Ferrara
req. by Maryann & Anthony Ferrara

Sunday, September 10
8:30am Mass
Josephine & Henry Heim
req. by The Heim Family
10:15am Mass
Neill Clinton
req. by The Flannery Family
12:00Noon Mass John, Vivian & Maria Monaco
req. by Ofelia Monaco
Monday, September 11
9:00am Mass
Mass of Rememberance
Tuesday, September 12
9:00am Mass
Lucy Iuzzolino
req. by The Iuzzolino Family
Wednesday, September 13
9:00am Mass
Mass for the People
Thursday, September 14
9:00am Mass
Mario R. Nicoletti
req. by The Nicoletti Family
Friday, September 15
9:00am Mass
Annie Lally
req. by Sean & Helen Cunney
Saturday, September 16
9:00am Mass
Vincent Castiello
req. by Joe & Donna Nugent
5:30pm Mass

We are very grateful to those in the military who have dedicated
themselves to protect our liberty and freedom. Please keep our troops in
your prayers, especially Bill Knips, Paul Golando, Nicholas D’Urso,
Connor McKiernan, Patrick Sullivan and Michael Sullivan.

Patricia & Bruce Krauchuk
req. by The Concannon Family

Sunday, September 17
8:30am Mass
Marjorie Luge
req. by Dr. & Mrs. Louis Sinatra
10:15am Mass
Eileen & Timothy Herlihy
req. by Teddy & Diana Herlihy & Family
12:00Noon Mass Mario & Filomena Costanzo
req. by Joseph & Janet Matera

BANNS
I. Sarah Crescitelli & Joseph Rabito

The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA)
If you have an intention for Mass, consider presenting
the gifts of bread and wine during that celebration. Please
arrive early and inform the ushers before Mass.

Sessions for adults interested in becoming Catholic and for
those who have been baptized Catholic but have not celebrated
Eucharist and Confirmation will begin in the fall. If you are
interested in joining the RCIA, please contact Sr. Pat at
634-4957.

DID YOU KNOW
If you have difficulty getting up to receive Holy Communion, the front
row on both sides of the back section are reserved so that the Eucharistic
Ministers can come directly to you. Please feel free to use these seats –
your family is welcome to sit with you. The pews are marked “Reserved.”
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The Week of 9/10 - 9/16
Twenty - Third Sunday In Ordinary Time

We are a Tithing Parish

Sunday
·
Masses - 8:30am; 10:15am; 12noon (Church)
·
Family Mass - 10:15am (Church)
·
Ice Cream Social Rehearsal - 3:30pm (Rader Hall)
·
Youth Group - 7pm (Rader Hall)
Monday
·
Mass - 9am (Church)
·
Senior Citizens - 1pm (Rader Hall)
·
RCIA - 7pm (Rectory Chapel Office)
·
Knights of Columbus - 8pm (Classrooms 13,14,15)
Tuesday
·
Mass - 9am (Church)
Wednesday
·
Mass - 9am (Church)
·
Parish Council - 7:30pm (Rectory)
Thursday
·
Mass - 9am (Church)
·
CYO Board - 6:30pm (Classroom 13,14,15)
·
Catechist Meeting - 6:30pm (Rader Hall)
Friday
·
Mass - 9am (Church)
·
American Heritage Girls - 5:30pm (Classrooms 13,14,15)
·
Ice Cream Social Rehearsal - 6:30pm (Rader Hall & Classrooms)
Saturday
·
Mass - 9am (Church
·
Confessions - 4:30pm (Church)
·
Mass - 5:30pm (Church)

This year’s Collection for 9/3/2017 was $8,628.00
Second Collection ~ Hurricane Harvey was $3,279.00
Last year’s Collection for 9/4/2016 was $9,986.00

Pastoral Care to the Homebound
“When someone was sick and they could not make it to Jesus,
Jesus went to them. We continue this tradition today.”
When a parishioner is sick and cannot make it to Mass, we miss them.
Pastoral Care Ministers bring the love of our parish family to the sick
and hold the hands of those who cannot be there on Sunday. When
someone’s illness causes them to be hospitalized, homebound or in a
nursing home for a significant period of time, a trained member of our
community will visit them. During the visit, the pastoral care minister
will bring Communion and pray with the person who is sick. The
primary goal of the Pastoral Care Minister is to bring Christ’s listening
and accepting presence to the bedside of the ill person. While doctors
and nurses provide physical health care and advice, the pastoral care
minister can help tend to the spiritual dimension of illness. Pastoral
Care Ministers are people who ask others how they are doing without
feeling the obligation to provide a solution for problems; allow others
to express their own feelings without telling them how they should or
should not feel; listen to others without telling them what is best for
them; accept others as they are; sit with others in their pain and
understand and value the faith community as necessary for spiritual
growth. For more information or to arrange for a visit, please call the
rectory, Sister Pat Hogan at 845-634-4957.

Ministry of Consolation
Assisting Families in preparing for the
Mass of Christian Burial of a Loved One
Companions visit the bereaved to offer compassionate assistance at a
very difficult time. Their duties include helping the family with music
choices and readings for the Mass of Christian Burial.
Greeters welcome the families of the departed into the Church and
guide family members who may be reading or presenting the gifts at the
Offertory of the Mass.
Breakfast Providers organize and deliver a selection of breakfast foods
on the morning of the funeral.
Correspondents send out hand-written notes to the bereaved to offer
thoughts and prayers on behalf of our parish of St. Francis.
If you would like to be part of the Ministry of Consolation and assist in
any of the areas above, please call Sr. Pat at 634-4957

Upcoming Liturgical Events
September 28 - Our Lady of Fatima Miracle of the Sun Talk - 7pm
October - Our Lady of Fatima Statue at St. Francis of Assisi Church
October 1 - Blessing of the Animals - 1pm

Scripture Study
~ The Book of Revelations

October 4 - St. Francis of Assisi Evening of Prayer - 7pm
October 6 - First Friday Adoration - 7pm

When: Tuesday mornings at 10:00 AM
September 19, 26, October 3, 10, 17
~ Please bring a bible

October 13 - Our Lady of Fatima Candlelight Procession
Commemorating 100th Anniversary of the Miracle of the Sun - 7pm
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Why Men Should Go To Mass
I read an article recently on the website Word On Fire (I highly recommend this website for solid Catholic content). The name of
the article was 5 Reasons Why Men Should Go To Mass written by Jared Zimmerer. It provides some very nice insights and strong
encouragement for Catholic men and fathers to make the Mass a central part of their spiritual lives. Today and moving forward
I will share with you parts of this article so the men of our Parish can reflect on this topic. May these words inspire the men of our
Parish to be faithful to Mass attendance and honoring the Holy Eucharist.
Reason 1. STRENGTH
“’The Lord gives strength to his people.’ - Psalm 29:11
In the many walks of life there are few characteristics as desirable as that of strength. It seems that every day we come across a new
challenge or a difficulty which requires the plateau-busting push to meet new heights of strength, holiness and power. Whether
this is a practice in mental fortitude, physical tenacity or spiritual mettle, becoming a stronger individual is what life, and our
Creator, desires for us to nurture. As a weightlifter I understand that what I put into my body will propagate the output my body
is willing to give. If I eat cheeseburgers and milkshakes every day it would be nonsensical for me to expect my muscles to push
beyond their normal limits. So as a person who aspires to become strong in every area of my life, attending Mass is of utmost
importance. When receiving the body, blood, soul and divinity of Christ, our metaphysical muscles are enhanced which increases
the power of our soul, building within us a divine intensity which spills over to strengthen our evangelization efforts, our
intellectual proficiencies and sets the stage for a physical body willing to sacrifice, spilling into a more effective fitness regime...
‘Let us return from that Table like lions breathing out fire, terrifying to the devil!’ - St. John Chyrsostom”
More and more these days, men need strength to do the will of God, remain faithful to their discipleship and practice the Catholic
faith with dedication and virtue. The Eucharist feeds the soul and the soul needs this strength to fight off evil and to do good.
The next two weeks I will continue to share the content of this article.
Fr. Robert F. McKeon

St. Francis Bread
Our patron, St. Francis of Assisi, ministered to the poor and the deprived people of his time. In the “spirit” of St. Francis, we too
have a great legacy of ministering to the poor of Rockland County. All parishioners are invited to donate one non-perishable food
item which will go Catholic Community Services of Rockland. Please check the expiration date on the items being donated.
Donations will be accepted the weekend of September 16-17

St. Francis of Assisi Parish
Wishes to invite you and your child (and a favorite stuffed animal) to a...
Mommy-Daddy & Me Gathering
Date: September 23, 2017

and

Ages 2-3

Time: 11:00 to 12:00 pm

RSVP to Sr. Pat Hogan by 9/15/17 at sfaphogan@gmail.com
Nurture faith… Build memories…

As we play, sing, move and pray together!

Please bring two non-perishable food items for a donation to the poor.
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Just a few dates to remember:
Classes Begin the week of September 18th, with the exception of Thursday classes which will begin on September 28 th.
Wednesday September 27th 7:15pm, Parent Orientation for those that are new to the Religious Education program.
Thursday October 12th 7:15pm – First Penance Parent Meeting
Monday October 16th 7:15 pm – 8th grade Confirmation parent/student meeting
Thursday October 19th 4:15pm – First Penance Parent Meeting
Monday October 23rd 7:15 pm – 8th grade Confirmation parent/student meeting
We are still in need of a few catechists, most especially sixth grade, if you are able to help please call the Religious Education office 845-638-4215.
Students in grades 8-12, if you are in need of service hours, or are looking for an opportunity to serve your community please contact the religious
education office. We have opportunities for you to help the younger children in the classroom, service projects to plan and implement, if you are
creative come and help us decorate bulletin boards and classrooms. Your parish is an excellent way to serve your community and God. Contact the
Religious Education office 845-638-4215 or stfrancisprep@gmail.com. We could really use your help!

!!! ATTENTION !!!
Classes resume in September for children and teens who have not
attended Religious Edication classes and have to catch up on various
grade levels. These classes include the sacraments of Baptism, Holy
Communion and Confirmation. Please call the Religious Education
Office at 638-4215.

Bereavement Sessions
(Ministry of Consolation)
St Francis of Assisi, West Nyack, Tuesdays, September 19
through October 31, 7 PM-8:30PM Please call the rectory at
634-4957 to register. If you have lost a loved one, come for
discussion, understanding and faith in healing.

CLARE’S COVE RE-OPENING DATE
The past 2016-2017 year marked the 21st year since Clare’s Cove opened in September 1995 to welcome parishioners and
the community to the newest thrift shop in town. We have watched it grow from its humble beginnings to the successful
enterprise we know today. The shop has been staffed over the years by more than 40 loyal volunteers. It has become a close
knit family and social group as well as a financial success.
Shoppers from all over the county and beyond have found their way to Clare’s Cove.Many lasting friendships have been formed, and many of
our shoppers have become an extension of our Clare’s Cove family. Each year we present the parish with a check for the monies earned during
the year. This year, the amount given the parish is $21,000. As the years went by, we watched the amount steadily grow, and to date we have given
the parish $580,500 - over a half million dollars.
We thank our parishioners for their continued support, and look forward to the coming year with a prayer of gratitude for the success we have
achieved as we look to the future of Clare’s Cove serving the community and our parish as we begin our 22nd year on Thursday, September 21st.
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2018 Mass Book will open on
Friday, September 15, 2017

A very BIG thank you to the volunteers for this
summer’s Camp Assisi:

High School Volunteers: Danae Roldan, Sara Ferraro, Lindsey
Aprahamian, Kyra Eager, Jason Inzeo, Lauren Aprahamian, and Lisa
Giordano

Anyone wishing to have a Mass celebrated at any of the scheduled
Masses during the year 2018 can come to the rectory and enter through
the front door starting at 10am on Friday, September 15, 2017.
Reservations will be on first-come, first-served basis. Because of the
increased demand, we will limit the number of masses to six per year.
Many people like to remember certain dates or events of a loved one’s
life. Possibly, these remembrances can be combined. Please understand
these concerns when you plan for Masses next year.

Middle School Volunteers: John Majsak, Alyssa Roldan, Patsy Coleman,
Jack Sergeant, Sophia Spagna, and Cody Gavin
Adult Volunteers: Nora Donaldson, Patti Crowley, Tom Bennett, Kerri
Bennett
Thank you for sharing your time and talent to make the Bible Camp
experience so enjoyable and nurturing for the younger children of our
parish!

St. Francis has a need for hand sewn Baptismal Bibs,
all materials supplied.
Please contact the Rectory if interested. Thank you.

One to One Learning ~ STAR-FEST VIII
Marydell property, 640 N. Midland Ave, Upper Nyack, NY on
September 17 at 3:30pm. It is an evening of musical entertainment,
local professional performers, include: John Patrick Schutz, Tommy
Dunn, Jan Lynch, Robert Mattern, Sue Matsuki, Carolyn
Montgomery, Richard Skipper and others. Complimentary food will
be provided by many local restaurants for A Taste of Rockland. Tickets
are $30 in advance and $35.00 at the entrance. Call Sr. Cecilia LaPietra
at 845-512-8176 for tickets and information.

On Wednesday September 13 at 7PM in the Parish Center of
St. Augustine Parish we will be showing the film “The Shack”. If you
have never read the book or seen the movie you are in for a surprising
but moving experience. “The Shack” is a movie of healing and growth
in the knowledge of God’s love for each person. Please join us.

Create A Masterpiece at Our CDA “Paint & Sip”
Friday, September 22 at 7pm
St. Francis of Assisi ~ Classrooms 13, 14, 15

Healing Weekend

The Catholic Daughters will be holding a painting session. No experience
required. Just follow along while the artist guides you step-by-step
through the painting. The cost is $30 and all materials will be provided.
Also, you can bring your own snacks and beverage. RSVP Barbara at
845-721-6588 or BarbaraBeckmannArt@gmail.com. Space is limited
so reserve early to secure your spot. Anyone can be an artist! This
event is sponsored by CDA Court St. Clare of Assisi, proceeds will be
donated to a charitable organization in our community.

Beginning Experience of the Hudson Valley is offering a healing weekend
from October 6 to 8, 2017 at the St. Lawrence Friary in Beacon, NY.
This invitation is open to men and women of all ages who have suffered
the loss of a spouse through death, divorce, or separation. It is a time
to heal and a time to begin anew. Reservations required. For information
call Phyllis at 914-261-5812 or Mary Anne at 914-260-5087.

Casino Night
Saturday, October 14 at 7pm
Knights of Columbus & St. Francis Parish

Healing And Nurturing Distraught Survivors
HANDS sponsors a bereavement support group for parents who have
lost a child. It is facilitated by Ann Carucci, founder of HANDS, who
lost her son and daughter-in-law, in a boating accident. Their bodies
were never recovered. All groups meet from 6:30-8:00pm at HANDS
International Headquarters, 9 Scott Drive, New City. The meeting
this month is September 19. Services free of charge. Ann is also
available for personal one-on-one counseling sessions. HANDS has a
Widows And Widowers Group facilitated by Ann Carucci, who lost her
husband. These meetings are held Monday evenings at the HANDS
International Headquarters. Please contact Ann at 845-634-6706.

Will hold a “Black Jack Ball” with friendly table games of Black Jack,
Roulette, Money Wheel, Poker and Craps Table. Come join the fun
and win great prizes while supporting our parish and charities.

ADOPTION
Children in China need homes. More boys available than girls.
Older parents and single women welcome. For more information
call Barbara Salvesen at 845-623-5277.

Our Journey Continues…..
Name_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
City State Zip__________________________________________________ Email___________________________________________
Phone (H) _______________________________ (W) ___________________________ (Cell) _____________________________
We / I hereby pledge our / my gift of $ __________ to be paid in installments of $ __________ over a period of __________ years
Payments made:
monthly
quarterly
annually other __________ (circle one)
Payment Method:
Check
Parish Pay
Other _________________________
Signature________________________________________________________ Date________________________________________
“Start by doing what is necessary, then what is possible, and suddenly you are doing the impossible.” - St. Francis of Assisi
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